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So I’m pleased with the progress we’re 
making. I’m mindful that we’ve got a lot 
more work to do, and I want to thank you 
all for giving me the chance to come and 
make my case. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. in 
Presidential Hall at the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building. In his re-
marks, he referred to Denise Marie Fugo, 
chairman, National Restaurant Association.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an Exchange 
With Reporters 
April 2, 2001

Trade Promotion Authority 

The President. It’s my honor to host a 
discussion on trade and its advantages to 
our country. I want to thank the leaders 
of the House and the Senate in both parties 
for being here. We’ve got a lot of work 
to do in order to get trade promotion au-
thority, but I’m confident that we can work 
together to do so. It’s in our Nation’s best 
interest that we trade. It’s in the interest 
of those who provide jobs. It’s in the inter-
est of our farmers and ranchers. It’s in the 
interest of small-business owners. And as 
I was reminded, it’s in the interest of those 
of us who care about our values as to how 
to spread our values around the world. 

This is an issue that is going to require 
close cooperation between members of the 
Republican Party and the Democrat Party. 
But that’s achievable because trade is an 
American issue, and it’s an important 
American issue. 

So I look forward to working with the 
Members. I’m honored you all are here. 
Thank you for coming. And Ambassador 
Zoellick, who is the Trade Representative, 
is working hard on the Hill. And when 
you all get back from recess, we’ll be work-
ing with you to see if we can advance the 
cause. 

Thanks for coming. 

U.S. Navy Aircraft Incident 
Q. Any progress on the Chinese, Mr. 

President? 
The President. Nothing more to report. 
Q. Is it safe to assume they boarded the 

plane? 
The President. Nothing more to report. 

Gregory [David Gregory, NBC News], give 
it a rest, will you? [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:19 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
April 2, 2001

I thank you all for coming. It’s my honor 
to welcome Chairman Reyes and members 
of the Hispanic Caucus here. I thank them 
for coming. It’s going to give us a very 
good chance to get to know each other 

on a personal basis, as well as to talk about 
some issues that are of deep concern to 
the Members of the Congress. And Mr. 
Chairman, I’m honored to have you here. 
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One of the things that I know the 
chairman knows is that I respect the His-
panic culture a lot. When I was a Governor 
for the State of Texas, I used to remind 
my fellow Texans that our State was richer 
as a result of the Hispanic culture. And 
I look forward to working with the mem-
bers here on a variety of issues, not the 
least of which is to make sure the world 
is more peaceful, more educated, and more 
prosperous. 

So, thank you all for coming. Thank you 
for being here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Representative 
Silvestre Reyes, chairman, Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Message on the Observance of National Library Week 
April 2, 2001

I am pleased to join my fellow Americans 
in observing National Library Week. 

An educated citizenry provides the foun-
dation for a free and democratic society. 
Libraries promote the sharing of knowl-
edge, connecting people of all ages with 
valuable information resources. These dy-
namic and modern institutions, and the li-
brarians who staff them, add immeasurably 
to our quality of life. 

Libraries serve as important centers for 
collecting, storing, and organizing informa-
tion. Each year, more than 100,000 books 
are published in the United States alone, 
and the U.S. government publishes as many 
documents. Even beyond these numbers 
are incredible volumes of newspapers, mag-
azines, and other copyrighted material. 

In public, government, professional, or 
academic facilities, librarians help individ-

uals use numerous resources to complete 
the simplest or most complex of research-
related tasks. This ability to search for in-
formation from the oldest manuscripts to 
the latest references available demonstrates 
the enduring versatility of libraries. 

During this special observance, I com-
mend librarians for their contributions to 
education and learning throughout our Na-
tion. I also encourage all Americans to visit 
their neighborhood library. Laura and I 
send our best wishes to the staff, volun-
teers, and patrons of libraries across Amer-
ica. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: April 1–7, 2001, was designated Na-
tional Library Week.

Remarks at a Leadership Forum in Wilmington, Delaware 
April 3, 2001

The President. Thank you, Mr. Jones. I’m 
honored to be here. Thank you all. 

Claven Jones. Before we all get started 
here, can I ask you a question? 

The President. You can do anything 
you—it’s your building, you can do any-
thing you want. [Laughter] 
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